East Grinstead & District Lions
Club

(International Association of Lions Clubs)
District 105 SE England.

Contact PRO

Haiti relief
East Grinstead Lions have joined other Lions Clubs and sent a donation to the Haiti relief. This is

only a small drop in the ocean and | attach a fuller picture of LIONS CLUB'S effort. The Lions of
Haiti are doing what they can but two have died and many are now homeless.

Lions Clubs International

Special Message from President Wirfs
on Lions Haiti Relief Efforts
Dear Lions of the World,

It is with great sadness that the world's attention is focused on the devastating earthquakes in
Haiti that left 1.5 million homeless, up to 200,000 dead, and countless injured and traumatized. It
will take years for the country to fully recover, but we know that Lions will be there every step of
the way.

Just like Lions have done with the South Asian tsunami, Hurricane Katrina, the Sichuan earth-
quake in China and other calamities, Lions and LCIF will be there for the both the short- and
long-term - providing immediate aid now but also working to rebuild communities, to restore hope
and to support those affected for as long as it takes.

If there is one thing that makes Lions unique from other service agencies, it's that we commit for
the long term and we work within the affected communities - through our local Lions -- to rebuild
for a better tomorrow. The Haitian Lions are our brothers and sisters, members of our internation-
al family, and we will never let them down.

As you are likely aware, Lions have already moved swiftly to provide immediate assistance de-
spite the coordination challenges. Lions relief tents are being shipped from Sweden; Lions from
Canada on a mission in Haiti during the quake gave first aid assistance during the first hours and
days; and Lions in the Caribbean area are sending aid over land and by sea. Additionally, a coor-
dinating committee of Lions in Haiti, Dominican Republic and nearby countries are actively plan-
ning for the next steps, and our foundation chairperson, Al Brandel, immediate past international
president, will be traveling there to meet with them beginning tomorrow.

Naturally, the response by Lions to LCIF's Lions Hope for Haiti donation appeal has been tre-
mendous. Within days, we have already mobilized more than US$350,000. By the time you re-
ceive this email, | am sure it will be even much, much more. But we'll need millions more if we are
to help the country rebuild, to provide homes for the homeless, to rebuild schools for the children,
to rehabilitate those left disabled, and to help heal so many shattered and broken hearts. So
please donate what you can.


www.eastgrinsteadlions.org.uk/nr10.htm#con1

Lastly, | am extremely saddened to report that two of our Haitian Lions -- our family -- have per-
ished and other Lions may have lost family members. On behalf of Lions the world over and mem-
bers of our international board, we offer our sincere, heartfelt condolences and sympathies to our
Lions family who have suffered such personal losses.

To our Lions family in Haiti, | commit to you that the Lions of the world will be there for you today,
tomorrow, next week, next month, next year, the year after that - and again for as long as it takes.

There will be more updates from LCIF Chairperson Brandel in the days to come. Meanwhile read
the latest LCIF update on Haiti, including information on how you can make a personal online do-
nation. | thank you all ahead of time for any further assistance you can provide.

With sympathies,
Eberhard J. Wirfs


http://lionsclubs.org/donations/lions_lcif_online_donation-disaster.php
http://lionsclubs.org/donations/lions_lcif_online_donation-disaster.php
http://lionsclubs.org/EN/lci-foundation/haiti-relief/news-updates.php

